


The Leary Group | Your Trusted Real Estate Advisors
Just Listed

15377 Stetson Rd., Los Gatos | $2,149,000 | 4bd/3ba | 2800* | 3.87*ac | 15377Stetson.com
Beautiful views of the ocean, canyons and mountains! Two primary bedrooms in this well maintained home boasting inviting indoor
outdoor living w/ outdoor kitchen, plus fantastic upgrades. Mostly single level w/ 3 bedrooms incl. primary retreat on the main level.
Lower level family/ rec. rm & 2nd primary bdrm w/ private entry. Metal roof. 3-car gar. + RV and guest parking. A fun neighborhood!

SALE PENDING ACTIVE ACTIVE

950 Oak Ridge Rd, Los Gatos | $2,525,000 34800 Loma Chiquita Rd, Los Gatos | $389,000 22760 Midpine Ct, Los Gatos | Inquire for Price

4bd/3.5ba | 3583* (inc. ADU) | 21.6*ac 19.7*ac | Much of development work is done!  4bd/2ba | 2872* | 32,060*sf park-like, flat lot
PrivacyAndViews.com LomaChiquitaRd.com 22760Midpine.com
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Lisa Sgarlato

Transitions Made Fasy

408.396.7231

lisa.sgarlato@compass.com | LisaSgarlato.com | DRE 01342694

24909
Miller Hill Road

Los Gatos

$1,750,000 | 24909MillerHillRd.com
3 Bedrooms | 2Baths | + ADU
1927 Sq Ft
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2024 Ad Rates
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Jumbo business card (2 1/4” high by 5” wide) 236
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Cover Photo
By Mercury Freedom

Cool fog rolls in,

a silent creep,
blurring the edge
of waters deep.

It shifts the shape
of Lexington’s shore,
as over the hilltops
it does pour.

We thank the rains
that came this spring
to fill our lake,

and make birds sing.
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Jtorm Clean Up

With the non-stop winter rains, wind and snow fall, the
forest is now loaded with fallen debris, thus adding a
tremendous fuel load for the upcoming fire season.
We are staffed and equipped for major clean up,
chipping and debris removal. Our crew can work on
hillsides and winch up fallen debris and trees as well as
process firewood for you or haul trees away.

Call for an onsite evaluation and estimate.

» Mudslide cleanup - Defensible space clearing

- Standing & fallen tree « Tractor work - loader/
removal & cleanup excavator & scraper for

« Culvert & ditch cleaning road grading & repair

« Community road &

~Dulipster seiuigte neighborhood brush chipping

debris cleanup & hauling

C O TT Serving the Santa Cruz

Mountains since 1985

REE N Mountain Resident

for 55 years

408.761.2092




Los Gatos-Saratoga
Observation Nursery School

May Fair 2024

Los Gatos-Saratoga Observation Nursery
School, also known as Mountain School,
invites you to their May Fair on Sunday, May
5, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the little red
school house, 19601 Black Road.

This community event and fundraiser will
feature live music, a catered lunch, May pole
dancing, carnival games, a farmers’ market,
and a silent auction. Bring a picnic blanket
to sit on the grass and if youd like, a musical
instrument to play along with the teachers
around the May pole.

This is a great opportunity to visit Mountain
School and learn more about the program.
Registration is now open for the 2024-2025

EXCAVATORS

BEN MASON
(408) 353-2836 orAce
(408) 761-0794 ceLL
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school year. Mountain School offers classes
for toddlers through five-year-olds. Parents
attend with their child one day per week. For
more information, visit lgsons.org or email

info@lgsons.org.

Building Blocks Preschool
Family Fun Day
Nicole Gomez

Building Blocks Preschool’s Family Fun
Day is on Sunday, May 19, from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m., at the Loma Prieta Playfield, 23845
Summit Road. Enjoy activities for the entire
family, including a petting zoo, face painting,
games, arts and crafts, and cotton candy.
Have lunch at one of our many food trucks
while listening to live music.

Family Fun Day is an essential fundraiser
for our scholarship program. The
proceeds help us keep high-quality early-
childhood education accessible. Keep an
eye out for our raffle tables around the
community as we lead up to the big day.

Blood Drive on the Mountain
Julie Bourque

The Stanford Blood Drive is returning to
the Loma Prieta community center room,
23845 Summit Road (next to Building
Blocks Preschool), on Saturday, May 4,
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. To make an
appointment to donate blood, visit https://
sbedonor.org/donor/schedules/drive_
schedule/13573.

At our last blood drive in February,
32 people donated blood, impacting the lives
of 82 people.

Homeowners Insurance
Michael Riese

A special presentation on homeowners
insurance will be held on Tuesday, June
4, from 6 to 8 p.m., in the Loma Prieta
community center room, 23845 Summit
Road (next to Building Blocks Preschool).
This discussion will offer information from
insurance agents, brokers, and government
representatives about non-traditional
insurance options and best practices. To find
out more, email Michael.Riese@cbnorcal.

com or call 408-781-7692.

BONDED / INSURED
LICENSE# 870450
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New Season,
Fresh Start!

Call us today for vour
real estate needs.

KIp

Keith + Shelly Kanady
408 31616656
keith.kanady@compass.com

kanadyteamproperties.com
DRE 00953975 | 02000852
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Community Music Festival and Picnic
Mountain Jam Returns
Louis Niemann

Save the date! Mountain Jam, the free
family music festival and picnic, returns to
the Loma Prieta Gazebo and Playfield on
Saturday, September 7.

This year’s musical lineup is shaping up
to be the best in Mountain Jam history.
There will be lots to see and do, including
browsing local vendors, enjoying delicious
food, bidding at the silent auction, and
more. Children will enjoy the climbing wall,
bouncy house, bubble fun, face painting, and
hands-on music tent. Don’t forget to bring
your furry friend and enter the “doggies are
welcome” contest.

Since 2013, proceeds from Mountain Jam
have contributed significantly to our schools’
music programs. We're also bringing back
the Mountain Jam Youth Music Scholarship,
which provides free music lessons and
starter instruments to scholarship winners.
Mountain Jam is dedicated to cultivating
creativity in our children by promoting
music opportunities that build confidence
and self-esteem.

Find out more at SantaCruzMountainJam.
org. If you would like to volunteer, donate,
or sponsor our event, use the contact form
on the website or call the M]24 hotline at
408-316-5376.
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Vasona Lake
Dam Repairs
Kathy McKinney

The Santa Clara Valley Water District
drained Vasona Lake in late March, so that
crews could make repairs on the dam built in
the 1930s. In addition to the repairs, crews
removed debris and invasive plants from
the reservoir. Vasona is the water district’s
smallest reservoir, holding just 463 acres feet
of water at capacity. It was last drained in
2005.

Some people were concerned about wildlife
in the lake. The water district purposely
left a small area of water for fish, and
biologists were onsite to ensure there were no
significant issues for fish or amphibians.

By the time the May issue of Mountain
Network News is out, the lake should be full

again.

Photos by Mercury Freedom

Tree Pruning Experts

Proper Pruning Techniques
ISA Certified Arborist

Fruit Tree Care

Disease and Pest Management
Tree Care Consulting

Licensed Pesticide Applicator
Sick Tree Therapies

Tree Care Experts Since 1999

Homeowner’s Insurance - Part 4
State Farm to Non-Renew
65.2 Percent of Policies in 95033
Rick Parfitt

In March, State Farm announced it will
not renew 1,035 home-insurance policies
in the 95033 area. There are approximately
4,135 homes in the 95033. That means one
in every four home-insurance policies in the
95033 zip code will not be renewed. This
is troubling news. Read more at newsroom.
statefarm.com/update-on-california/.

I encourage affected homeowners to look
for other insurance companies that are
still able or willing to write policies before
going to the California FAIR Plan. At the
last meeting of the California Assembly
Insurance Committee in March, the head of
the California FAIR Plan revealed that they
are hugely underfunded. For the full details,
visit www.assembly.ca.gov/media/assembly-
insurance-committee-20240313.

Why is State Farm cutting 65 percent of
their policy holders in the 95033 zip code?
Why have some State Farm Policy holders
had their rate for next year doubled and still
given a notice that they will not be renewed
a year from now? Can we influence our
legislature and Department of Insurance
to move more quickly to create a workable
market for the insurance industry and
homeowners?

Find out more about why insurance
companies struggling in California at www.
bankrate.com/insurance/homeowners-
insurance/carriers-exit-california-
homeinsurance/.

Where do we go from here? According
to Steve Stewart with Central Summit
Watershed FireWise, “The insurance industry
evaluates the data on wildfire risk and makes
decisions based on zone maps. We need to
change those maps from high to low risk.
Our priority is getting a reasonable number
of residents to harden their properties. We
also need to work on big-scale solutions
like creating fuel breaks between our
communities and unmanaged lands.”

%‘ TREE SOLUTIONS
HEALTH CARE FOR TREES

Family business since 1999

831-425-1833

www.treesolutions.com
jim@treesolutions.com

95033 Zip Code Facts

Housing units in 95033 - 4,135
Current number of State Farm policies
1,587/4135 = 38 percent
State Farm policies to be non-renewed
1035/4135 = 25 percent
State Farm policies after non renewals
552/4135 = 13 percent
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Christ Child Church

Book Nook
Greg llles

The Christ Child Church Women’s Group
is supporting a “teeny library” at the western
entrance to the church on Summit Road.

The small green box contains various
books, covering a variety of topics. The
themes are educational, humorous, spiritual,

and generally in the realm of good news.
The Book Nook is not a “take a book-leave

a book” library; it’s simply a free book source.

Take any book that appeals to you. You don’t
need to return it. Youre welcome to pass it
along to others if you like.

Books will be replenished, and occasionally
new books will be added. Stop by anytime.
Good reading to all.

Heartworm Infection in Cats
Fahimeh Zibaee

Cats get heartworm, but feline heartworm
disease is very different than heartworm
disease in dogs. In cats, heartworm infections
typically cause lung disease. In dogs,
heartworms cause heart disease.

The mosquito plays an essential role in
the heartworm life cycle. Adult female
heartworms live in an infected dog, fox,
coyote, or wolf and produce microscopic
baby worms called microfilaria that circulate
in the bloodstream. When a mosquito bites
an infected animal, it picks up these baby
worms, which develop and mature into
infective-stage larvae over a period of 10 to
14 days. When the infected mosquito bites
another animal, the larvae are deposited on
the surface of the animal’s skin and enter
the new host through the mosquito’s bite
wound. Once inside a new host, it takes
approximately six months for the larvae to
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mature into adult heartworms. Because of
the longevity of these worms, each mosquito
season can lead to an increasing number of
worms in an infected pet.

In one study, 25 to 30 percent of
heartworm-infected cats were indoor cats.
Signs of heartworm disease in cats can be
subtle or dramatic. It can cause coughing,
wheezing, difficulty breathing, vomiting,
embolism or abnormal clots, nosebleeds, and
neurologic signs such as difficulty walking.
Sometimes, fainting or seizures may occur,
likely associated with larvae migrating to the
brain. Ten to 20 percent of cats experience
sudden death, probably associated with the
death of adult worms. Many cats never show
noticeable symptoms and approximately 80
percent clear the infection on their own.

Heartworm infection in cats is harder
to detect than in dogs, because cats are
much less likely than dogs to have adult
heartworms. The preferred method for
screening cats includes the use of both an
antigen and an antibody test. The antibody
test detects exposure to heartworm larvae.
Your veterinarian may also use x-rays or
ultrasound to look for heartworm infection.
Cats should be tested before being put on
preventive medication and re-tested as the
veterinarian deems appropriate to document
continued exposure and risk.

Prevention is critical, because there is
no approved drug therapy for heartworm
infection in cats. The heartworm therapy
used in dogs is extremely dangerous for cats,
and is considered a last resort. Nevertheless,
cats with heartworm disease can often be
helped with good veterinary care. The goal
is to stabilize your cat and determine a long-
term management plan.

The American Heartworm Society
recommends monthly prevention for all
cats living in heartworm-endemic areas.
Preventives keep new infections from
developing if an infected mosquito bites your
cat again.

Summit Veterinary Hospital

www.summitvethospital.com

Summit Deck Doctor
Hybrid Semi-transparent Deck Stains
Rupert Hart

When your decks are due for a re-stain,
consider using a hybrid semi-transparent
stain. This type of stain is a mix of oil and
water. You'd think it would be like restaurant
oil and vinegar for dipping bread, but it’s an
homogenous mixture with big advantages.

Our grandfathers and fathers used oil-
based stain. It penetrates well, but must be
rubbed down four times with a rag to pick
up excess wet stain. This leaves a coating only
about a molecule thick on the surface. The
result looks good, but it’s mostly gone within
two years.

Stain manufacturers have developed water-
based stains, which can carry a little more
pigment to reflect the UV rays and extend
the life of the stain. These can fade unevenly
with sun and wear, making it hard to do a
refresh coat.

More recently, stain manufactures have
developed water-cleanup hybrid stains. These
can last several times longer than oil-based
stains, are safer, and don’t stay sticky for two
weeks. Consider hybrid stains.

Office Visit:
$45 per pet

Dental Cleaning:
$590

Dr. Zibaee, DVM

23291 Summit Road * Los Gatos, CA 95033 « (408) 353-1113

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains
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Obituary

Bonnie Lynn Pedersen
February 4, 1940 — March 23, 2024

Bonnie was born in Minneapolis,

Minnesota, and moved to Sunnyvale,
California, in 1944. Her parents, Robert
and Geneva MacArdell, opened a surplus
store, White Elephant Sales, in 1945. It later
became A Tool Shed Equipment Rentals,
currently operated by the family’s fourth
generation.

Bonnie graduated from Campbell
High School and attended U.C., Davis,
Kansas State University, and San Jose State
University, where she received her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees.

Bonnie and her husband Larry moved to
the Santa Cruz Mountains in 1969 with
their three children Robert, Eric, and Lars.

Loving horses from an early age, she had
at least one in her life at all times. She was
the past president of the Summit Riders
Horsemen’s Association. She won many
horse-showmanship awards, and completed
several 50-mile endurance rides and the
100-mile, 24-hour Tevis Cup ride twice.

Bonnie raised Appaloosa horses at Appy
Horse Hill, their ranch on Morrill Road.
Here, many young 4-H members received
their introduction to horsemanship. For
many years, she and her longtime friend
Arlene Kruse ran a summer horse camp for
young adults that taught them how to ride
and take care of a horse.

Bonnie was a member of the Loma Prieta
Club. She enjoyed spending time with the
members raising funds for scholarships and
other projects that needed support.
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She had a keen eye for beauty, finding joy in
the simple things in life. She often shared her
appreciation for the world around her with
others. She was an avid worldwide traveler.
Her first international trip was to Europe in
1974, and she was hooked. She traveled the
world, rarely visiting the same place twice for
the next 50 years.

On a trip to Nepal in 1987, Bonnie and
Larry meet a young man named Naveen
Chaudhary while on an elephant encounter.
After sponsoring him with a student visa, he
soon became a member of their family. Over
the years, Naveen was able to accompany
Bonnie on many worldly travels.

After Larry’s death in 2008, Bonnie moved
to their home in Poulsbo, Washington. She
continued to have horses and turned an old
apple orchard and berry farm into a beautiful
estate, where she lived until her passing.

Obituary

James Barclay “dB” Compton
December 1, 1939 — March 17, 2024

JB Compton was born on December 1,
1939, in Norwalk, Connecticut. He grew up
in the eastern United States and Washington,
D.C., until his high-school graduation. He
was very proud to have won the National
Science Contest. He was an Eagle Scout.

JB received a bachelor’s degree in
engineering physics from the University
of Colorado, Boulder, a master’s degree
in electrical engineering from Arizona
State University, and a master’s of business
administration from Santa Clara University.

JB worked in the semiconductor industry
for more than 40 years. He developed

MNN

custom-designed integrated circuits and
assembly lines for processing integrated
circuits. In 1983, with business partner
Kip Brown, he formed The Engineering
Consortium (TEC). TEC was the first
fabless semiconductor company in the
Bay Area. The company designed state-
of-the-art custom integrated circuits and
advanced analong and digital hearing-aid
chips. JB was awarded multiple patents
for innovation in chip design during his
semiconductor career.

After retiring from TEC, JB started a
new career as a consultant engineer for the
Internal Revenue Service. He taught many
classes to audit agents at the IRS.

JB was one of the pioneers in the
development of Las Cumbres. When Las
Cumbres celebrated its 50-year anniversary,
JB and many of the old-timers were in
attendance to share stories about the
early years. He served as treasurer on the
first board of directors. His house was
the second home completed in the new
community, on a lovely site overlooking
city lights and beautiful forests. He lived
in his new home with his young family for
about five years, then purchased a property
on Skyline Boulevard, between Black and
Gist roads.

JB, his wife Janice, and their blended
family lived in a cabin on that property
for several years, before building a new
home on the site. JB was one of the first
homeowners to install a large array of solar
panels with back-up batteries. He also
installed solar hot water.

After a long illness, JB peacefully passed
with family by his side on March 17, 2024.
JB will always be remembered as a loving
husband, father, and friend to many. He
was always available to give advice and share
his vast expertise on many topics.

We miss you JB. A celebration of life will
be at the Las Cumbres Community Center
on Saturday, June 29, at 2 pm.
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The Redwood Estates “eclipse”club
Photos by Amy Sirota

Whether You Are Buying or Selling, Choose a

Knowledgeable, Reputable Broker to Represent

Commissioned Art
Tamzen Fox
I grew up in the Santa Cruz Mountains and attended Building Blocks,

Loma Prieta, and C.T. English middle schools.
Since then, I have nurtured my love for painting through classes at

i Los Gatos High School and my undergraduate program at Cal Poly

Humboldt, where I received the Glen Berry Painting Award and started
painting murals locally. Since graduating and completing several murals for
local businesses, I also found a love for commissioned works, which offer a
collaborative process while celebrating a loved one or creative vision.

I have created pet portraits, family portraits, single portraits, and even
a sign for an indie music studio, The Night Shift. I find portrait painting
to be deeply therapeutic for me and for my clients. Having a customized
piece of artwork can offer self actualization, commemorate someone we
have lost, or celebrate the love that we have in our lives.

If you would like a custom piece of work, or have questions about the
process, email me at tamzenfoxart@gmail.com.

CUSIOM
PORTRAITS

LR T LE L LR LLL]
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plece of
hand painted

EMAIL ME: TAMZENFOXART@GMAIL.COM

SERREFAREGasRdAnERRRRRRRRRERERE e

gae my instagram @tamzen_fox
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Looking for a Santa Cruz beach house
under $450,000? Check this out!

1190 7th Ave. #14, by appointment only

Van Kol Concrete
. 701-690-0091

CAROL D. PAYNE

m BRE#00868667
BANKECR O

408.499.5529

410 N.Santa Cruz Avenue Cpayne@cbnorcal.com

Los Gatos, CA 95030 www.carolpaynehomes.com

Realtor/Broker with over 30 years experience
Certified Real Estate Appraiser » Seniors Real Estate Specialist » Cartus Relocation Specialist

| & Vankolconcrete@gmail
VAN KOL COMCRETE CONSTRUCTION ; @ PO. Box 24054

San Jose CA 95154
CA LICK 717837

i X
©2024 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker'is  registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company, Equal A

Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Otters and Cormorants
Bruce Sudweeks
I recently hosted a visitor from Florida. It
was my task to show him a good time, so

naturally I took him diving in Monterey Bay.
His desire was to dive with sea lions, since that
is not an option in Florida. I told him that I
knew just the spot.

We hopped in the water at San Carlos Beach
in Monterey, and started swimming towards
the sea lion congregation area. In the past, I
have seen as many as 30 sea lions performing
an underwater version of Tchaikovsky’s
Swan Lake ballet. On the swim out, we
were encouraged because we spotted a few
sea lions heading towards the congregation
site. We were distracted when we saw diving
cormorants, so we decided to change our game
plan.

We submerged and swam with the birds.
While we were being entertained by goofy
cormorant birds “flying” underwater we were
visited by a pair of sea otters. Normally sea
otters do not interact with divers. They tend to
be focused on finding food while underwater.
These sea otters appeared to be teenagers
and were very curious about our underwater cameras. They hugged our strobe lights and gently nibbled on our gear. It was a truly magical
experience that my friend from Florida and I will never forget.

Vacation or Live
by the Beach!

294 BONEFISH COURT,
SEACLIFF

Your
Experienced
Mountain Real
Estate Expert!

OFFERED AT $799,000
2BD/1BA | £844 SF

E T

New Listing!

17020 MELODY LANE,

Let me help you sell

your home, or find your LOS GATOS
place in the mountains OFFERED AT $1,650,000
h. I 3BD/3BA (INCLUDING
this year! GUEST HOUSE)
+1,542 SF

LOT +1.18 ACRES : - : = £, —

Marisa Thompson = &lﬂc”*j‘b%}%ﬁ;’ﬁtp(t'/ l/}f -

408.761.0609 FIND YOUR PLACE IN THE MOUNTAINS

marisa.thompson@ggsir.com .
Lic. #01476541 LosGatosMountainRealEstate.com
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Moon and sunset
Photos by Bruce Fournier

Lexington Reservoir
Photo by Adrienne Medalie
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday, May 4

Stanford blood drive is at the Loma
Prieta Community Center room on the
north campus, 23845 Summit Road,
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. To register to
donate blood, visit stanfordbloodcenter.
org, or call 888-723-7831.

Sunday, May 5

Los Gatos-Saratoga Observation
Nursery School invites you to their May
Fair, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the little
red school house, 19601 Black Road.
Enjoy live music, a catered lunch, may-
pole dancing, carnival games, a farmer’s
market, and a silent auction. For more
information, visit Igsons.org.

Thursday, May 9

The Bookmobile visits the mountains:
Lakeside School, 9:45 to 11:45 a.m.
Building Blocks Preschool,12:15
to 12:45 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Redwood Estates Pavilion,
4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

. SPRING ~
7  FAMILY
2 FUNDAY
MAY 19TH i}\‘
11AM-2PM W
/) BUILDINGBLOCKS ¥
" PRESCHOOL &
SIRAS SUMMIT BD LOS GATOS, CA #5032 *T
Sunday, May 19
Building Blocks Preschool hosts a
family fun day, from 11 a.m.to 2 p.m.,

at the Loma Prieta Playfield, 23845
Summit Road.

o
E

&

¥

3

\.

Wednesday, May 22

Dine out at Sushi Confidential

to benefit the Lakeside School
Community Foundation. Print out a
flyer at lakesidescf.org/events/dine-
outs.

OZONE WELL WATER TREATMENT

The Healthy Way To
Treat The Well Water
In Your Atmospheric

Holding Tank Or
Cistern

& IRON

M SULFUR & ACID pH*

BACTERIA* & TURBIDITY*

Solve your well water problems with the latest proven purification
technology. The Triple O system continuously ozonates, circulates

M MANGANESE M TASTE

& ODORS
& COLOR

and filters the water in your holding tank, producing water quality
second to none. This energy efficient system uses only 55 watts.
Easy to install and maintain. Ozone reverts rapidly to oxygen and

leaves no harmful byproducts. Satisfaction guaranteed.

For

more information, please visit our web site at www.TripleO.com

*Limits Apply. Contact Us For Further Details.

Factory Authorized Local Dealers

Capitola Pump 831-475-5364
Pure Valley Water, Inc. 831-438-6400
Dang Pump 408-644-3574

Pure Water of Watsonville 831-252-3930

©2016 Trigle O Systema, Inc. « Patented « Proudly Manufactured in LS
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Triple O
Systems, Inc.
408-378-3002

www.TripleO.com
Sales@TripleO.com
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Thursday, May 23

The Bookmobile visits the mountains:
Lakeside School, 9:45 to 11:45 a.m.
Building Blocks Preschool,12:15
to 12:45 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Redwood Estates Pavilion,
4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

Tuesday, June 4

A presentation on homeowners
insurance will be from 6 to 8 p.m., in
the Loma Prieta community center
room, 23845 Summit Road. To find out
more, email Michael.Riese @cbnorcal.
com or call 408-781-7692.

Saturday, June 29

A celebration of life for longtime
mountain resident JB Barclay will be at
the Las Cumbres Community Center,
at2 pm.

Saturday, September 7

Save the date for Mountain Jam at the
Loma Prieta Gazebo and Playfield.
This year’s musical lineup is shaping
up to be the best in Mountain Jam
History. More information is at www.
SantaCruzMountainJam.org.

Take-out only...
If there’s no power we
can make pizza for
your family!

www.kambupizza.com
kambupizzahwy17@gmail.com

408.353.2332
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ON-GOING CLASSES AND MEETINGS

Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous meets at
Skyland Church, 8 p.m.

Tuesdays

Business networking meeting from
9 to 10:30 a.m. Email angiewuerz@
mac.com or call 408-771-5219 for
information and location.

Vinyasa Flow yoga class, 9 to 10 a.m.
Book at www.cupsofyoga.com or call
Jaime at 831-200-8802.

Qigong class on Zoom from 9 to
10:30 a.m. Email Amandaring@gmail.
com for information and Zoom URL.

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via Zoom.

Email altesta@gmail.com or text 650-
465-8513.

Town walking group meets at 9:30 a.m.
at the Adult Recreation Center, 208
Main Street in Los Gatos.

Wednesdays

Vinyasa Flow yoga class, 9 to 10 a.m.
Book at www.cupsofyoga.com, or call
Jaime at 831-200-8802.

Thursdays

Lunchtime webinars for stress relief
from noon to 12:45 p.m. on Zoom.
Email angiewuerz@mac.com, or call
408-771-5219 for the link.

Yoga at the Redwood Estates Pavilion,
10:15 to 11:30 a.m. In person (outside
when possible) and via Zoom. Visit
anoukyoga.com or email anouk@
anoukyoga.com

Gentle Flow yoga class, 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. Book at www.cupsofyoga.com, or
call Jaime at 831-200-8802.

Loma Prieta Amateur Radio Club meets
the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
in the Burrell CDF station on Highland
Way.

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via
Zoom. Email altesta@ gmail.com or text
650-465-8513.

Integral yoga at Lakeside School (held
online currently), 6:30 to 8 p.m. Visit
www.lgsrecreation.org.

Alcoholics Anonymous, Redwood
Estates Pavilion, 7:30 p.m.

Optimize the appearance and value of your property

Resources for contractors, hauling, cleaning, rental property management, etc.

26 Years Experience in 95033

May 2024

- Check our reviews on Google and Yelp -

o
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Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

Fridays

Power Vinyasa yoga class, noon to 1
p.m. Book at www.cupsofyoga.com, or
call Jaime at 831-200-8802.

Saturdays

Summit Speakers is a casual, friendly
group that works together to improve
our speaking skills. We meet on Zoom
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. For more
information, call 408-497-5102 or email
smbeauchamp885@gmail.com.

Summit Ultimate Frisbee is from 9 to
11 a.m. at the Loma Prieta Elementary
School field, 23800 Summit Road. Visit
summitfrisbee.org to sign up for their
email list.

Sundays

Summit Ultimate Frisbee is from 9 to
11 a.m. at the Loma Prieta Elementary
School field, 23800 Summit Road. Visit
summitfrisbee.org to sign up for their
email list.

Gentle Flow yoga glass, 9 to 10 a.m.
Book at www.cupsofyoga.com, or call
Jaime at 831-200-8802.

Mike Scherer

Broker Owner DRE 01224636

408.353.6453

Call /Text
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23342 DEERFIELD ROAD 24780 HIGHLAND ROAD

Los Gatos | $2,195,000 Los Gatos | $1,699,000
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 3,112 SF + 400+ SF Guest Cottage | 1.3 Acres 4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,602 SF + 400 SF Studio | 6.77 Acres

N Ehp T

14430 OLD JAPANESE ROAD 12436 RETRATO STREET 10243 E. ZAYANTE ROAD
Los Gatos | NEW PRICE $999,000 Felton | $810,000 Felton | $725,000
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,854 SF | 5 Acres 3 Beds | 1Bath | 1,056 SF | .38 Acres 2 Beds | 1.5 Baths | 1,080 SF | .345 Acres

Wil

17625 UPPER EAST ZAYANTE RD 25993 MAR VISTA COURT 209 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE
Los Gatos | $2,250,000 Los Gatos | $1,899,000 Aptos | $1,699,000
4 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,963 SF | 3.14 Acres 4 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 2,374 SF | 4.31 Acres 3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,452 SF | 4,356 SF Lot

Buyer needs: 4+ beds, ideally with guest house, pool, views, LGHS. Price range $2,000,000 to $3,000,000

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
SERENO ——

Rebecca Smith, Karen Izzo, Terese McCoy, & Suzanne Merrick
408.3099076 | karen@sereno.com

|

¥
e | i John & Barbara Harriman
DRE 01310611 DRE 01402005 DRE 02173932 DRE 02198568 408.332.4780 | barbara.harriman@sereno.com DRE 01389088

The information contained herein has been obtained from third party sources deemed reliable, but its accuracy is not guaranteed. Christie's International Real Estate Sereno has not and will not verify the information and
assumes no responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify and investigate all information Buyer's satisfaction. If your home is currently listed with another agent, please disregard this marketing material.
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We have the most productive machine on
the market! Trees and shrubs no problem!

Land Clearing for Defensible House Pads & Footings

Space Trenching Call now to schedule!
Mastication with High Powered Underground

Tracked Machine French Drains 408-963_6556
Tree Removal & Trimming Demolition Lic#:1048480
Land Slide Repair Custom Gate Fabrication &

Drainage Installation

Culverts Ponds Visit our website:
Septic System Installation Irrigation www.lisacge.com
Grading & Excavation Roads & Trail Building

Debris Removal Discing

Retaining Walls Gravel Roads & Parking Pads

" 34 Years of Operating Experience Serving the Community




Henry Cowell
Redwoods
State Park
A STATE PARK

Where to bring friends and relatives
Henry Cowell Redwoods
Neil Wiley

When visitors from out-of-state want to see
local California nature, you can direct them to
Henry Cowell Redwoods.

They can drive toward Santa Cruz on
Highway 17, exit right on Mt. Hermon Road,
and continue through Scotts Valley to the end
of the road. Turn right, then a quick left on
Highway 9. In about a half mile, they will see
the park entrance on the left.

After parking, a short walk leads to the
Redwood Grove Loop Trail. They can follow
a wide, easy, looping trail 8/10 of a mile to see
old-growth redwood trees in a 40-acre natural
forest. They can look up to see a 277-foot
high, 1,500-year-old tree. Or look down to
see a little squirming, yellow banana slug. (A
young visitor was surprised when I told him
that this little animal was a university mascot.)

Visitors can step inside a tree, relax at a
comfortable bench, or think big thoughts as
they wander through a grove of the world’s
tallest trees. They are enjoying one of the
most pleasant, peaceful, and easily accessible
environments anywhere.

Some will consider this enough, but others
can wander over Henry Cowell’s 4,650 acres
and 35 miles of trails.

Other trails

A few steps behind the visitor center, the
River Trail winds along the San Lorenzo River
to the popular Cable Car Beach. The trail
climbs up as a single track with two forks,
each leading to the Rincon Fire Road.

Also behind the visitor center is Pipeline

Road. This 3.3-mile paved road
carries walkers and bikers up
(sometimes steeply) and down
through the park to Graham
Hill Road.

To visit a nice beach along
the creek, they can park on
Highway 9 about 1.2 miles
south of the main Henry Cowell
entrance for a walk on Ox Fire
Road and down the Ox Trail.

A sign shows how to reach the
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popular Garden of Eden beach.

Finding the Big Rock (swimming) Hole
is a challenge, especially after a wet winter.
Visitors should check with someone at the
visitor center, have a map, and plan on
getting wet.

A hike with a view, the Pine Trail loops
around the Henry Cowell Campground. It’s
a bit sandy, but it leads through a wooded
area, mixed evergreens, a thicket, and up to
the Ridge Fire Road Observation Deck. See
360-degree views as far south as Monterey.

More trails are near the entrance, closer to
the river, or next to the campground. But
there is more!

The Fall Creek Unit is a separate property
devoted to hikers. Parking is available on the
right side of Felton Empire Road. Bennett
Creek Trail leads to the 3.6-mile Fall Creek
Trail. This is a moderate climb alongside
of a small creek to the barrel mill area. The
nearby Kiln Fire Road takes hikers to lime
kilns and a powder magazine.

Camping

Camping at Henry Cowell is available
at 107 sites in pine and oak forest off
Graham Hill Road in Scotts Valley. For
reservations, call 831-438-2396, or visit
www.reservecalifornia.com.

Trains

How about something for train-lovers and
children? Next to the main Henry Cowell
parking lot is the Roaring Camp Railroad.
Reserve a 75-minute ride up and back
from Bear Mountain, or a one-hour trip to
the Santa Cruz Beach and Boardwalk. For
more information and to book a trip, visit
roaringcamp.com.

May 2024

.
BIG TREES

o] peh ’ ¥
et e -

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

BY ERIC HEMZE

For comprehensive park information, get
a copy of Eric Henze’s The Complete Guide
to Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park from
Bookshop Santa Cruz with a call to 831-423-
0900. The 188-page book has hiking tips for
each trail, trail maps, and in-depth content on
flora, fauna, geology, and history.




History of Santa Cruz
Mountain Schools
Debra Staab

Less than two years after California
became a state, on May 13, 1852, the state
designated 500,000 acres of public land to
create a public-school system.

There were restrictions. The land had to be
public, could not be part of either a Spanish
or Mexican land grant, could not hold any
significant mineral value, nor exceed 640
acres. Prices were as low as $1.25 per acre.

In California, the Land Claims
Commission struggled to interpret the
parcel boundaries assigned by Spain and
Mexico nearly a century earlier. Many
pioneers purchased school-land warrants
only to later learn that their property
was located on a land grant. When this
happened, the land owner would be
given public land of equal value in a
different location, a practice known as
floating the warrant. Because there were
no requirements to build a school on the
property, many purchased the cheap land
for speculation purposes and resold it at a
profit.

At the base of the Santa Cruz Mountains,
in a town called Lexington, Louis Hebard
built a one-room schoolhouse in 1859. At
the time, it was the first school between San
Jose and Santa Cruz. In 1911, when Alma
had a larger population than Lexington,
the first school was torn down and a new
Lexington School was built in Alma. When
both Lexington and Alma were abandoned
to make way for the Lexington Reservoir
in 1952, students attended the Louise Van
Meter School in Los Gatos.

The third Lexington School opened on
September 14, 1953, with 150 students.
The school was rebuilt between 2012 and
2014. It is part of the Los Gatos Union
School District.

In the mid-1860s, the Summit School
District was created, and a school room was
established in a private home at the corner
of Summit Road and the Old Santa Cruz
Highway, near Schulthies Lagoon. Reports
stated that children floated on logs in the
lagoon during their lunch hour.

The Summit School later moved to a more
permanent location, about a half-mile north
on Old Santa Cruz Highway, to a newly
constructed facility built by Edward Martin.
The old school house is now a private
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residence.

In 1877, Lyman Burrell donated land
at the Summit for the Burrell School. The
building burned to the ground in 1889, but
the resilient local community rebuilt it by
1890. This was the first school to have both
a flagpole and a bell. The school building is
now part of the Burrell Winery.

The railroad town of Wright’s erected a
school that served that community from the
1880s to 1929. It closed due to a dwindling
population. The Laurel School was nothing
more than a cottage behind the RR depot
where lessons were taught by Miss Rose
Merrill. There were no exams, and the
students had to supply their own books.
When the school closed in 1947, the students
were bused to Scotts Valley Union School.

The first classes at Highland School took

place in 1881 in a small unused cabin. For the
next school year, Judge George Miller donated

a small plot of land and a new building was
constructed. The 1906 earthquake seriously
damaged Highland School. In 1914, a new
facility was built next to the old one. That
building burned down in 1971. The older
structure is now known as Highland Hall.

In 1906, several parents expressed concerns
over the mile-and-a-half walk uphill that their
children had to endure to get to Highland
School. These parents petitioned for a new
school district. On September 1, 1906, the
Hester Creek School was opened by Miss C.
Tempelten.

The lost lumber town of Loma Prieta had its

own schoolhouse. It was situated just above
the center of their 300-person village. The
instructor came up from Santa Cruz. After
the lumber business died down, Mr. Albretto
Stoodley, who worked at the Loma Prieta
Mill, dismantled the schoolhouse in 1904.
Along with the wood from other abandoned
cottages, he built himself a house at Opal
Cliffs in Capitola.

Lakeside Elementary School, located at
19621 Black Road, opened in 1881. The

- R

Hester Creek School
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Lakeside School

original one-room building housed a single
instructor and first- through eighth-grades
until the mid-1950s. The district eventually
grew to encompass neighboring schools
Central, Brown, Castle Rock, and Fairview.
Most of the buildings on the current campus
were constructed in 1967. A kindergarten
was added in 1984, and a community center
was built in 2004. Lakeside is the only
school in the Lakeside Joint School District.

Together, the early small mountain schools
educated around 100 to 200 children per
year. A single instructor typically taught all
grade levels. At that time, an eighth-grade
education was deemed sufficient for most
children. Children traveled to school by foort,
horse, donkey, or buggy.

In 1949, the four summit mountain
schools, Summit, Burrell, Highland, and
Hester Creek, combined into the Loma
Prieta Joint Union School District. A new
school at the Summit opened on June 27,
1951. Two members of the Loma Prieta
Museum, Roger Mason and Karl von
Ahnen, were among the students in the first
class. There were two grades per room and
the school initially had its own cafeteria.

The number of students in the LPJUSD
continued to grow by about 35 to 45
students per year. By the early 1970s, the
community began discussing the need for
a middle school. It took three attempts to
pass a bond measure to fund the new school
construction. The new school opened in
the fall of 1974. It was named C.T. English,
honoring a former superintendent who had
died in the late 1960s.

In the 1980s, the growing community
recognized the need for a community
center. The construction was financed
through fundraising, land sales, and a bond
measure. The spacious building was used
for community events and a gymnasium
for the adjacent schools. The grand opening
took place in November, 1988 with a festive
dinner-dance party.
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In the 1980s, the state of California
offered funds to schools to increase the
safety of their buildings. When the Loma
Prieta District joined the program, fissures
were discovered under several structures.
Portables were set up near the old school,
and the students moved in. On October
17, 1989, the 6.9 Loma Prieta Earthquake,
centered in the Forest of Nisene Marks,
struck the area. The remaining Loma Prieta
school buildings were damaged and more
portables had to be erected.

A new elementary school was built on
the south campus. Giving a nod to history,
the groundbreaking took place on October
17, 1992. The project was completed on
October 17, 1994.

By the late 1990s, the C.T. English
buildings were showing their age. Some
were still closed from the 89 earthquake.
In 2002, the community passed Measure K
to fund the construction of a new middle
school. The students attended the first
classes at the new school on October 17,
2006. In 2015, the community center was
gutted in a fire caused by teenagers playing
with fire. Laptops, musical instruments,
and other valuables were destroyed. Both
the elementary and middle school classes
were cancelled for a few days.

Once again, the district turned to the
public for funding to rebuild. Measure
R was passed in 2018 to provide $10.6

Burrell School

million to LPJUSD for reconstruction.

Los Gatos High School serves the 95033
areas as well as the town of Los Gatos. The
original grammar school was called Los Gatos
Central School, which opened in 1886. It
served until a larger school, Los Gatos Union
High School, was built in 1908. In 1925, a
$250,000 bond measure allowed a second
building to be constructed near the old
structure, which remained in use for some
time.

‘The school was renovated in the 1960s. A
$79 million bond measure passed in 2001
that allowed the addition of several more
buildings.

Students in the Santa Cruz Mountains
continue to have access to an excellent
education. The current school districts all offer
consistent high-quality learning opportunities

to the mountain community.
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Rich History Unveiled
The Laurel Mill Lodge
Cassandra Maas

The Santa Cruz Mountains are rich in
history. Much of that history revolves
around the plentiful redwood trees that once
blanketed the area. This natural resource
attracted the attention of many enterprising
individuals who sought to make their
fortunes from timber harvesting.

Between 1900 and 1906, Santa Cruz
County experienced a robust timber
industry. This thriving industry gave birth to
many of the communities we know today,
including the town of Laurel. Although
Laurel is no longer a town, vestiges of its past
remain, whispering tales of what it once was.

One of the remaining properties that
served as a hub for the logging operations in
Laurel is the Laurel Mill Lodge. This historic
site played a pivotal role in the area’s timber
industry.

Frederick A. Hihn, a German immigrant
who arrived in the United States at age 19,
was instrumental to the timber industry’s
success. After several business ventures
ended due to natural disasters, Hihn moved
to San Francisco to become a pharmacist.
Eventually, he settled in Santa Cruz and
opened a grocery store in 1851.

continued on page 22

] @@1@@@

-~~~
~

20121 Broadway Road

Santa Cruz (South)

Redwood Estates, CA
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Come checR out our unique mountain store!
With an ever-revolving craft beer selection as well
as wines and liquors, a cornucopia of ice creams, a
plethora of Rombuchas, gourmet coffee, and all the
basic staples, you're sure to find what you need!

California Lottery
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continued from page 21

Enticed by the thriving timber business
and his ownership of a large portion of the
Rancho Soquel Augmentation, Hihn made a
fortune by leasing land to others for timber
harvesting in the area now known as Laurel.
He worked closely with various railroad
organizations from 1861 through 1881,
enabling the South Pacific Coast Railroad
to build a line through Laurel, transporting
timber and other goods to market.

While Hihn’s operations in Laurel were
significant, he also operated sawmills in
Aptos, Valencia, Glenwood, Gold Gulch,
Boulder Creek, and Kings Creek.

According to measuringworth.com, the
mill at Laurel was built at a cost of $30,000,
equivalent to approximately $9 million
in today’s dollars. When it opened, it had
a capacity of 25,000 board feet per day.
Additionally, a box mill was constructed. It
was capable of producing 1,000 fruit boxes
and 30,000 shingles daily, as well as grape
stakes and other split products.

A millpond was built where Laurel and
Burns Creek converged. Logs were brought
to the pond by manual labor, mules, horses,
and a steam-donkey engine that replaced the
donkeys pulling logs up the steep incline.

The first worldwide financial crisis, the
panic of 1907, depressed lumber sales,
leading to the mill’s closure. It reopened in
May 1908, but closed again about a month
later. There are gaps in the history of Laurel
Mill, but it is known that the mill was
permanently closed when the United States
entered World War I in April 1917.

The next chapter in Laurel Mill Lodge’s
history began in 1943, when Alan Medlen
purchased the property and turned it into
a foster home for boys. The boys dug and
built the swimming pool and campground
while the office, cookhouse, and cabins were

expanded.
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In the 1960s, Laurel Mill Lodge became
a small retreat and massage school called
Getting in Touch. Their hilarious course
descriptions were filled with puns and double
entendres. They added a second swimming
pool, a jacuzzi large enough for twenty people
to enjoy simultaneously, modernized the
buildings, and upgraded the property.

Although the 1982 storm is remembered
for the damage done to the Soquel Avenue
Bridge, 90 percent of the damage occurred in
the unincorporated portions of Santa Cruz
County. This storm, which happened on
January 4, 1982, killed 22 people, injured
50, displaced 400, destroyed 135 homes, and
damaged another 300. Laurel Mill Lodge was
one of the damaged properties and was forced
to shut its doors after the storm.

At some point after this, Nancy Penny
decided to develop the lodge into a nudist
colony. However, the property was still
damaged, and the only way in and out was
by ropes and ladders from Redwood Lodge
Road. Although the access was restored, the
venture ultimately went bankrupt.

In 1991, Esther Leonora Seehof, a clinical
psychologist with a Ph.D., purchased Laurel
Mill Lodge. Esther owned and operated the
Lodge for 28 years. When she first acquired
it, the property still suffered from previous
storm damage. Esther and her partner, Bob
Kundus, worked hard to repair the damage
and offered the Lodge for weddings and
retreats. They also rented out the cabins
to several close friends who lived on the
property with them.

Esther put the property on the market for
$3 million in June 2016, as the property was
declining, and she and Bob were physically
and financially limited in their ability to
maintain it. When the storm of 2017 rolled
in, the property sustained substantial damage.
A tree fell on the lodge and went through the
roof just above where Esther had been sitting,
narrowly missing her thanks to a large beam
in the ceiling. Additional damage included
downed trees, crushed cars, and damage
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to the road leading to Laurel Mill Lodge.
Esther sold the heavily damaged property in

October 2017.
The current owners have spent the last

few years restoring the lodge. They cleaned
the property of accumulated trash and
abandoned cars, and made extensive repairs.
After substantial cleaning and modernization,
the lodge is now a beautiful property, ready
for the next owner to transform it into a
retreat center, family lodge, or meditation
center. While the property has been restored,
an old logging cabin remains, If you look
into the creek, you will see beams on the
bottom that were part of the structure used to
move the logs out of the mill. The history of
Laurel Mill Lodge continues to be written.

If you would like to read
more about the history of
the area, Derek R. Whaley’s
book Sidetracked: Laurel &
Glenwood is well-written and
comprehensive. Use this QR
code to buy your copy from Amazon.
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PRICE UPON REQUEST

This exclusive 24-acre retreat has private campground zoning and is conveniently located just a 35-minute
drive from the San Jose Airport. The main Lodge has 4,413 sq ft and includes a caretaker’s apt, conference room,
and more. The property features eight cabins totaling 1,536 square feet with half baths and six dorm-styled A-
frames spanning 768 square feet, allowing for larger gatherings. An amphitheater, meadow, and trails wind
through the stunning natural surroundings, bordered by majestic Redwoods and a creek with a small dam and
beach area perfect for swimming. High-speed internet ensures connectivity in this idyllic, secluded oasis of
beauty and privacy. Call me for a private showing. Visit LaurelMillLodge.com for more photos.

Commercial Kitchen Conference Room Cabins

Cassandra Maas

. DRE# 01778312
.. Anderson Christie

- 408-472-7988
Cassie@AndersonChristie.com
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CHRISTIE




Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History
Kathy McKinney

Last spring, a group of students playing in
a creek in the Santa Cruz Mountains found
a strange object that they suspected was a
bone from a large animal. They brought the
suspected bone to the Santa Cruz Museum
of Natural History, where Wayne Thompson,
retired C.T. English science teacher and
paleontology collections advisor, recognized
it as a fossil arm bone (left radius), likely
belonging to an ancient sloth. Fossil experts

confirmed that this bone came from

a Jefferson’s ground sloth (Megalonyx
Jjeffersonii), making this specimen the first
reported fossil evidence for this species in
Santa Cruz County.

We wanted to check it out ourselves, so
this month’s adventure led us to the Santa
Cruz Museum of Natural History, where
the fossil is on display. Some locals call it 3D scan of the giant sloth fossil found by
the “whale museum” due to its life-size students in the Santa Cruz Mountains

whale sculpture

out front. It was
founded in 1905
when Laura
Hecox, one of
the early keepers
of the West Cliff
Lighthouse, deeded
her extensive
collection of
historical artifacts
and marine
specimens to the

Dental Services Offered:
v Complete exams Summit Store .

v X-rays & cleanings

v Fillings, root canals

v/ Extractions, cosmetic dentistry
v Nitrous Oxide for relaxation

v Full & partial dentures

v Tooth Whitening

v/ Implants & more...

Call or text us at: 408-353-1191
Email: bclayoffice@gmail.com
24900 Highland Way, Los Gatos, CA 95023

Summit Road

T —

San Jose-
Soquel Road
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City of Santa Cruz. The building that houses
the museum was built in 1915 as a Carnegie
Library.

We started the adventure with a delicious
and hearty breakfast at the Seabreeze Café,
voted the best breakfast in Santa Cruz by
readers of Good Times Santa Cruz. It’s just an
8-minute walk from the café to the museum,
which is located across from Twin Lakes/
Seabright Beach.

The museum isn’t large, but has a lot to
offer. Displays at the museum include the
bugs, birds, mammals, fossils, and plants
found in our region. There are engaging
activities for children throughout the
museum, including a touch tank with
anemones and starfish, a microscope, and
interactive displays.

B

- - F
The museum is open Tuesday through across the street for a stroll down the beach,
/ i .m. .m., ing i i >
S]HLR ER M(@UN”H’ AHN Friday, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and so:ak%ng 1n.the s.unshme that we've been sorely
- Saturday and Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 5 missing this spring.
Vi N EY A R D S p-m. Admission is $4 for adults, $2 for The Santa Cruz Museum of Natural
college students and seniors over age 60, History is well worth the visit, offering
and free for children under age 18. intrigue and interesting local information for
After enjoying the exhibits, we walked all ages.

Community Night
Views

&

~ check s aet!

408.353.2278
SILVERMTN.COM
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RENTALS
Family Ouned Since 1945

AToolShed.com | 1-800-A-TOOL-SHED

CAMPBELL SANTA CRUZ
200 DELL AVE 3700 SOQUEL AVE
WE DELIVER!




Lexington School
School News
Jason Deppong

Lexington’s annual community read-in
featured another fantastic slate of local guests
organized by librarian Barbara Louggée.

We welcomed a firefighter, bird fosterer,
ambulance nurse, architect, student teacher,
park ranger, environmental scientist, and
Fisher Middle School’s principal, Mary
Lonhart. The guests read their favorite
books to different classes, and then answered
students’ questions about their jobs in our
community.

Our transitional-kindergarten through
third-grade students held a spring music
concert led by Los Gatos Union School
District music teacher, Ana George.
Performances included songs from different
parts of the world and instrumental pieces.
Parent contributions to the district’s One
Community LG Foundation make the
district’s music program outstanding.
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Lexington is the only school in LGUSD
that follows the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Program framework (IB PYP),
and integrates California state standards
into its curriculum. Staff members typically
only meet other IB PYP educators at
conferences and online trainings. For the
first time, Lexington hosted a regional
IB networking event. Educators from IB
schools in Monterey, San Jose, Palo Alto,
and San Francisco visited Lexington to
eat lunch, meet in small groups, network,
discuss strategies that support inquiry and
concept-based teaching, and build our IB
community. The day was a success. We hope
to hold a similar event at a different school
each year in order to further develop a Bay
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Area IB regional network to support our
teachers and students.

Our Home and School Club held its
largest fundraiser of the year, the color run.
The event takes place close to the Indian
celebration, Holi, which is a celebration of
spring. Students learned about the holiday
during an assembly with student and parent
presentations. Since Holi involves the festive
throwing of colored chalk powder, parent
volunteers sprayed colored chalk at students
as they ran around the lower field track.

We had a great turn out of parents cheering
on the students and helping us meet our
fundraising goal.

The Lexington spring evening STEAM
fair demonstrated that Lexington has
many curious students. Families engaged
in different inquiries at home. They
shared their results and conclusions at the
event, organized by parent volunteers.
Investigations included the physics of a
cartwheel, paper-plane aerodynamics, why
plants have different colors, visions of a
futuristic city, the importance of surface

May 2024

tension in our lives, and more.

As an IB school, teachers integrate global
issues and perspectives in their units of
inquiry throughout the year to encourage
critical thinking and open-mindedness.

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

International Week’s goal is to highlight

a few of the many contributions made by
different nations and cultures. Students
and staff reflect on our diverse planet and
celebrate cultures. Each day focused on
clothing, food, language, or games such as
cricket, bocce, and more. The culmination
was Family International Night where
families shared about nations or cultures
that were important to them. It was an
enjoyable and educational event.

If you would like to learn more about
Lexington’s unique IB PYD, visit our
fifth-grade exhibition and open house on
Thursday, May 23, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The
fifth-graders will have a special presentation
at 5:30 p.m. to introduce their yearlong
exhibition-inquiry projects. All are welcome.

Photos by Jason Deppong
and Barbara Lougée
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Building Blocks Preschool
Nicole Gomez

Flow is an important part of the play
cycle, and there has been a lot of it at
Building Blocks lately. Perhaps it’s the
warmer weather, the familiarity with the
concepts the children want to play out,
or the cognitive leaps the children are
making. They engage more quickly and
stay in the flow cycle longer, often reaching
what is known as “annihilation,” or the
completion of the play cycle. When the
children are immersed in play, they develop
critical-thinking skills that are self-driven
and relevant to their own inner world. It is
important work, and much more effective
than learning something through adult

instruction.
My favorite effect of flow is seeing children

experimenting continuously, and tolerating
disappointment, until they are done. This
builds self-esteem and resilience. It takes a
good amount of time to reach this stage in
the play cycle, which is why we have long
periods of unstructured play time built
into our day. Facilitating the time, space,

and environment for this is what our work
as teachers is all about. The children are
capable and amazing.

Building Blocks Preschool follows a
child-led, play-based curriculum that helps

children learn to be creative, competent,

collaborative, and resilient human beings.

Our enrollment for fall is now open. We
are making changes to better meet the needs
of our community. If you would like to
know more, please go to our website at www.
buildingblockscoop.org, or email teacher_
nicole@lpcf.org to schedule a tour.

Our Family Fun Day is on Sunday, May
19, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Loma
Prieta Playfield, 23845 Summit Road. See

more details on page 6.
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C.S.L. #948403
HUERTI'S WEBBS FARM SUPPLIES
Hi-Weed, Brush Mowers and...
TREE SERVICE ‘
& IPMENT INC. ROTOTILLERS * COMPOST SHREDDERS
« Full Tree Service ' Everything in Power Equipment
« Stump Grinding Arturo Huerta Posthote DIggers, Troe Climbing Equipment, Ete.!
. Fu]ly Insured (408) 500'5064 (408) 395-2227 (831)475-1020
« Free Estimates P.0. Box 759 Redwood Estates, CA 95044 webbsfarmsupplies.com  webbsfarmsupplies@yahoo.com
Eres @ s Arturo@huertastreeservice.com
— www.huertastreeservice.com 5381 Old San Jose Rd Soquel, CA 95073
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Lakeside School Community Foundation
Foundation News
Dara Goodheart

The Lakeside School Community
Foundation thanks everyone who helped
make this year’s auction and gala, A Night
in Monte Carlo, successful. From decorating
and organizing, to budgeting and logistics,
many people worked to make our biggest
fundraiser of the year a fabulous event.

We thank our sponsors, the businesses that
donated items for our silent auction, and
all the teachers, community members, and
parents who donated their time and some
wonderful live auction and raffle offerings.
A special thank you to the Lakeside School
students who helped create some beautiful
pieces for this year’s auction.

This months’ Dine Out fundraiser will
be at Sushi Confidential in Campbell on
Wednesday, May 22. Print out a flyer at
www.lakesidescf.org/events/dine-outs and
present it to your server. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to our school. We
hope to see you there.

The treasurer position for the Lakeside
School Community Foundation is
open. If you would like to join our
board or volunteer, email foundation@
lakesidelosgatos.org. Help Lakeside School
students thrive.

Photos by Rose Hession and Kathy Williams

Scott Green
408.761.2092
scott.green@compass.com
ScottGreenRealtor.com
DRE 01913176

Lifelong Mountain
Resident of 56 Years

17092 Lon Road

Rare find in Lower Redwood Estates 2 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms Selling the Santa Cr”ZZ
2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bathrooms 3255 Sqg Ft Home Mountains Lifestyle
1167 Sq Ft Home Guest House | Pool/Hot Tub
18,295 Sq Ft Property Monterey Bay Views

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467.
All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
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ACCOUNTING AND
OFFICE SERVICES

QUICKBOOKS SPECIALIST, Affordable
rates. Mountain resident. www.
CarlaNespole.com 408-497-7570

ANIMAL CARE

SARA’S ANIMAL CARE & HOUSE-
SITTING. All animals, horses too. Rea-
sonable rates, ref. provided. 408-656-9479

PURRFECT PET CARE. Mtn Resident.
Reliable care for all of your animals.
Sandi Greenhill, 408-348-5771

DEB’S PET CARE. Since 1989. Summit
Resident. Daily visits, quality time,
tailored to your pet’s needs. Insured.
Deb Arneson 831-331-1992

PET GROOMING by Cristi Tumason.
Book online at www.lunamagnolia.com

CLEANING

LANGARICA HOUSECLEANING
Eco-friendly. 831-707-0975 Alejandro,
831-707-7301 Maria

MARIEL'S SUPER CLEANING
Cleaning services. Adriana Alvarez
669-225-8320

LUANNE’S HOUSECLEANING.
831-706-2510. Est. Mtns since 1995.
Detail-oriented, tailored to your needs,
goes the extra mile. Great refs.

PERSONAL HOUSEKEEPING. Flexible,
Honest, Dependable, Experienced. Call
Debbie 408-828-9133.

ARNS CARPET CLEANING. Deep
carpet, stair, area rug, and upholstery
cleaning. Hard floor and grout steam
cleaning. Non-toxic, fast-drying
method. Free estimates. 408-656-5323

COMPUTERS

TECH DOCTOR. 408-348-4253 Eddie.
Now making house calls to fix everyday
printer problems, organize digital
photos & files, improve WiFi, answer
personal computer/phone questions.
Experienced, reasonable rates, trusted
with local references.
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CONTRACTORS

STEFAN NUNN'S CONSTRUCTION.
General contractor lic# 882122.
Specializing in siding, trim, doors,
windows, new decks, home additions,
structural repair. Longtime mountain
resident. Call 408-605-6068 or email
snc1981 @yahoo.com for a consultation.

PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE
Design. Build. Cultivate.
www.pacmthort.com. #582726

DOORS, WINDOWS AND MORE. Licensed
and bonded. Years of experience. bruce @
doorswindowsandmore.com, 408-472-4478,
831-476-8044

MD CONSTRUCTION. General
contractor Lic # B959305 specializing
in home improvements—bathroom and
kitchen remodel/updates, new deck
construction and refinishing, old deck
repairs, and full room additions. For a
free design consultation and estimate,
call Mick Dudas at cell 408-691-2028,
or email mickdudas8 @ gmail.com.

OTOVO BUILDERS. Mena Otovo, 408-
480-0802. New Structure, Addition,
Remodel, Plumbing, Electrical, Painting,
Flooring (tile/hardwood), Composition
Roofing, Drywall, and so much more.

SUMMIT DECK DOCTOR: Deck Build,
Repair and Stain. General contractor.
Lic#B928487. 21 years in business;
1200 deck projects. Get it stained
before your parties! Call Rupert at 408
353 DECK (3325).
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Summit Deck Doctor
Deck Refinishing and Carpentry

408 353 DECK

(graphic inspired by Grant Wood;
see our ad this page; Lic#92B4B7)
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ELECTRICAL

BINGO ELECTRIC provides electrical
generator transfer switches, trouble-
shooting, installations, and repairs. Call
Daniel at 408-214-0775. Lic# 1076855.
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Veteran
owned and operated.

MASTERSON ELECTRIC. Commercial
& residential electrical contractor.
Contact Tom Everett 408-580-7026 or
tmastersonelectric@gmail.com. Lic#
1110981.

EXCAVATION

C. STILLE EXCAVATION.
Ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com. 408-
781-2731. Lic #620755

MASON TRACTOR GRADING &
EXCAVATING. Give us a call. We'll
move the earth for you. Lic#870450
office 408-353-2836 cell 408-761-0794

CUNNINGHAM TRACTOR. For all your
earth-moving needs. Providing quality dirt
work for mountain residences. Kevin 408-
515-1871. www.cunninghamtractor.com
lic# 1000058

FIREWOOD

MOBILE FIREWOOD SPLITTING.
We cut, split and stack your fallen
trees into usable firewood. J.J. 408-
480-6776

STAY WARM NEXT WINTER.
Premium firewood for sale. Contact
now for pricing and availability. 408-
886-8016

FOR SALE

RESTORED 1970 JAGUAR

E-TYPE ROADSTER AND WELL-
MAINTAINED 2006 PONTIAC
SOLSTICE FOR SALE. For
information, call Neil Wiley at 408-
353-1546 (land line) or 408-599-8095
(mobile).
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HAULING

HAULING. 20-yard dumpsters. You

load or our crew can load for you.
Debris, concrete, metal recycling, dirt,
construction debris hauling. Brush
chipping is also available. Property
clean ups. Quarry and landscape supply
delivery. 408-353-2867

HELP WANTED

KITCHEN HELPER for afternoon party,
20 guests. Food prep & setup Thursday,
June 27, serving and cleanup Saturday,
June 28. $30/hr. 408-353-3931.

KNIFE SHARPENING

KNIFE AND CHAINSAW
SHARPENING in Villa Del Monte. Text
or call Michael 650-906-4332

LAND CLEARING

LAND CLEARING. Fire clearance

and defensible space clearing. Large
and small lot clearing. Brush grinder/
masticator attached to tractor, large
brush chipper for brush eradication.
Experienced crew for any size job. 29
years of fire experience provides you the
most professional advice and results to
improve your property. 408-353-2867

SERNA'S LAND CLEARING AND
HAULING. Land clearing and fire
breaks. Brush and poison oak removal.
Debris clean-up and hauling. Chipping
and firewood. Mulching tractors. Fecon
equipment. Call 831-227-6373 (cell).
Home 408-353-1990

CREATE DEFENSIBLE SPACE FOR
YOUR HOME. Be prepared for fire
season. Open up your property for more
usable space. Fire Mitigation — mulching
with large tracked machines. FIVE
acres or larger properties with large
high-powered tracked machine. Over 35
years experience. Mtn. resident. Office in
Campbell, 510-760-9781
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LANDSCAPING

PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE
Design. Build. Cultivate.
www.pacmthort.com. #582726

ASUNCION GARDENING AND
MAINTENANCE. Landscaping, clean
up property, cut and trim trees, and
cement brick work. 209-489-0116.

NOTARY PUBLIC

MOBILE (OR IN OFFICE) NOTARY
PUBLIC. Cruz Mobile Notary Service,
Ann & Mike Scherer, Ann 408-483-
2156 OR Mike 408-353-6453

PAINTING

LICKETY-SPLIT PAINTING. Mountain
resident. Interiors, exteriors, residential,
commercial, neat, clean, responsible,
high quality, low rates since 1994.
Lic#693617. Robert, 408-265-0564

PEST CONTROL

ARELIABLEPESTCONTROL.COM.
408-559-7378. Licensed, Bonded, and
Insured. Free Estimates. Rats, Ants,
Spiders, Yellowjackets, Wasps

PLUMBING

WADES PLUMBING & SEPTIC.
We are a septic and plumbing
company that specializes in
engineered septic systems. 831-225-
4344, support@wadesinc.io, www.
wadesplumbingandseptic.com

PRESCHOOL

VILLA DEL MONTE MONTESSORI
PRESCHOOL 650-793-4520
www.villadelmontemontessori.com

REAL ESTATE

SANTA CRUZ BEACH HOME FOR
UNDER $450,000? YES! Charming
double-wide in Yacht Harbor Manor.
Call Carol D. Payne, DRE#00868667,
Coldwell Banker 408-499-5529

Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

ROOFING

ROYCE’S ROOFING. Specializing in
roof repairs and reroofs. Can your roof
use some TLC? Maybe a new roof?
Gutters or roof cleaned? Schedule
your free est. Lic# 890941. Exp. Since
1993. 408-353-6115

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP GRINDING. None too big or
too small we grind them all. Call for
quote. J.J. 408-480-6776

TUTORING

SPANISH AND ENGLISH TUTOR.
MA, native speaker, all levels. Email
e.coron@att.net, call 408-316-2193

WATER

WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENT. See
your water tank level on your phone or
computer anytime. Notifications + API.
408-835-3828, www.HydriQ.net

BULK POTABLE WATER DELIVERY
Pure Water Plus - H204U
Call for quote 408-370-7130

YOGA STUDIO

CUPS OF YOGA. For your day, week,
heart, soul. Yoga studio and events.
Group and private yoga classes on
the Mtn. Jaime 831-200-8802, www.
cupsofyoga.com.
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ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF Grateful to be serving
MOUNTAIN LIVING! the mountain community
yunding areas

JILL COLE & NANCY COLE

Reach out and set up a time to discuss your real estate needs.
It would be our honor to assist you!

Jill@team-cole.com

25995 MAR VISTA COURT 24360 LOMA PRIETA AVENUE 18668 FAVRE RIDGE ROAD 17090 DEBBIE ROAD

4 BEDS | 25 BATHS | 3,430+/- SF | 3.7AC 4 BEDS | 3 BATHS +3 BED, 2BATH GUESTHOUSE 4 BEDS |2 BATHS | 3,206 SF | 5114 +/- AC 2 BEDS |2 BATHS [2,230 SF | 51AC
MESMERIZING MONTEREY BAY VIEWS! 3,645+/- SF | 6.48AC DRAMATIC VIEWS IN LAS CUMBRES CAPTIVATING LONG-RANGE VIEWS!
Offered at $2,399,000 Offered at $3,499,000 PRICE UPON REQUEST Offered at $1,399,000
ACTIVE ACTIVE COMING SOON SOLD

= JILL COLE
- Qb‘“LL 408.219.3416 NANCY‘N}
COLE Jill@team-cole.com COLE

DRE 01489680 www jill-cole.com DRE 00621248
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©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker* is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and
are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. BRE License #01908304.



